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Restoring forests for environmental
development and sustainability

Forests have the capability to play an essential role in mitigating climate
change by sequestering millions of tonnes of carbon dioxide and alleviating
the impacts of extreme weather events.

The Caucasus and Central Asia are characterized by a harsh climate and a
landscape dominated by mountains and deserts with low level of forest
cover. In recent years, forests and forest landscapes have been degrading
throughout the region due to unauthorized fuel wood removal, logging for
commercial purposes, and overgrazing in forest and wooded lands, among
other reasons. Moreover, there is a need to strengthen the capacities of
forestry institutions to carry out forest management activities and enforce
forest protection effectively.

To address the ongoing degradation, countries in the region pledged to
restore over 2.5 million hectares of forest landscape by 2030 at the first
Ministerial Roundtable on Forest Landscape Restoration. In order to
strengthen partnerships and enhance regional cooperation, they also
participated in the Bonn Challenge for the Caucasus and Central Asia, held
in Astana, Kazakhstan on 21-22 June 2018.

The project aims to support these commitments by bringing the experience
and expertise of Turkey in combating degradation and forest restoration to
the countries of the region.
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PROJECT AT A GLANCE

..... Objective:
, + .~ Develop national capacities to successfully
L "O"} conduct large-scale forest and other wooded
.t <" lands restoration, by enhancing know-how to
prevent degradation

Recipient countries:

Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan
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To achieve this objective, the project willimplement a
pilot activity to identify and showcase state-of-the-
art methodologies.
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SCOPE OF THE PROJECT
—————

The project strategy will be based on four components:

- addressing drivers of degradation and identifying pilot
areas;

« capacity development;
- piloting of restoration activities; and
- knowledge sharing and management.

These four components will be based on cross-cutting
principles relevant to climate change and gender equality.
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Expected outputs:

- identifying degraded forest and other wooded lands
in need of restoration in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan;

- enhancing  gender-responsive  capacity and
knowledge for the prevention of degradation and the
restoration of sustainable forest and other wooded
lands in recipient countries; and

- establishing pilot sites for the restoration of
degraded forests and other wooded lands in

Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan.
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The project will contribute to addressing the priorities of
participating countries identified in the UN Decade for
Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030), the UNCCD Strategic
Framework (2018-2020), the UNCCD Land Degradation
Neutrality (LDN) Target Setting Programme, the UNCCD
National Action Programmes and the Bonn Challenge, in
particular national commitments announced at the
Ministerial Roundtable on Forest Landscape Restoration and
the Bonn Challenge in the Caucasus and Central Asia as part
of the “Astana Resolution” in June 2018. The project will also
represent a step towards achieving Sustainable
Development Goal 15 (Life on Earth).



About the FAO-Turkey Partnership
Programmes

The objectives of the FAO-Turkey Partnership Programmes are to
provide support to ensure food security, rural poverty reduction and
sustainable forest management, combat desertification and preserve
ecosystems in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan and other countries of mutual interest.

Established in 2007, the first phase of the FAO-Turkey Partnership
Programme on Food and Agriculture (FTPP) has benefited from trust
fund contributions totalling USD 10 million, financed by the Government
of Turkey and represented by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

During the first phase of the programme, 28 projects were implemented
in 16 countries between 2009-2015. In 2014, Turkey and FAO
commenced the second phase of the FTPP along with the first phase of
the FAO-Turkey Forestry Partnership Programme (FTFP) with an
additional fund of USD 20 million, bringing Turkey’s total contribution to
USD 30 million.

Under this new phase, a range of projects will be implemented in the
areas of:

« food security and nutrition;

- agricultural and rural development;

- protection and management of natural resources;

- agricultural policies;

- food safety;

« sustainable forests, land and natural resource management and
land degradation neutrality; and

- institutional reform, training and national capacity enhancement.
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Reachingout to Turkey provided
Central Asia, financial support
the Caucasus totalling USD 30
and beyond million to date

. The new phase of

2 ﬁs prc;jects @ the partnership
- avepeen —— | programmes

implemented involves 19
@ todate projects
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CONTACT

Viorel Gutu
Subregional Coordinator for Central Asia
and FAO Representative in Turkey

sec-src@fao.org

iffet Deniz Cengiz
FTFP National Programme Coordinator

iffet.cengiz@fao.org

Website:

https://www.fao.org/in-action/fao-turkey-partnership/en/

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations
Ankara, Turkey

& REPUBLIC OF TURKIYE
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This project is funded by the Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry of the Republic of Turkey.

Some rights reserved. This work is available
under a CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO licence
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