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· I would like to thank you for the opportunity to share my perspectives, in my capacity as the Chair of eighteenth session of the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF18), on two important issues in the agenda of this meeting, namely, the recommendations on the review of the ECOSOC subsidiary bodies, and preparations for the Coordination Segment. 

· It is my pleasure to inform that many of these recommendations have been implemented by the UN Forum on Forests for a long time. The Forum has been pioneering in integrating 2030 Agenda in its work. The Programmes of Work of the UNFF for 2017-2021, and 2022-2024 have systematically integrated the 2030 Agenda in the agenda of the UNFF sessions and is fully aligned with the work of the Council and the HLPF. This has been done through selection of the thematic priorities for the UNFF sessions, which should be based on the Global Forest Goals of the UN Strategic Plan for Forests and should also take into account the annual theme of the Council, SDGs under review of the HLPF, and other global forest related developments. 

· In this respect, UNFF annually holds discussions on the interlinkages between the Global Forest Goals and the SDGs under review by the HLPF, as a standing item in its agenda, and prepares its substantive input to the work of the HLPF in a systematic manner. 

· The Forum has been closely collaborating with other subsidiary bodies in its work, and its annual meetings have benefited from the engagement of the chairs and vice-chairs of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the Commission on the Status of Women, among others.
· Regarding these recommendations, I would like to emphasize the importance of closer collaboration of the HLPF, ECOSOC, and the ECOSOC functional commissions. In particular, we welcome guidance on how to take advantage of the expert views of the functional commissions such as the UNFF in the work of ECOSOC and the HLPF, especially when the HLPF considers issues related to forests and forest-related SDGs, such as SDG15. 
· In preparation for the SDG Summit in 2023, we also look forward to guidance on how UNFF and other functional commissions could contribute in their areas of expertise to the preparatory work for this Summit. Such coordination is a key to hold a successful summit building on the work of the subsidiary bodies. 
· In connection to the Coordination Segment, I wish to inform that UNFF18 in May 2023, will hold technical discussions on thematic priorities among Member States, partners and stakeholders. 
· The thematic priorities for UNFF18 are: 
(i) Enhancing forest-based economic, social and environmental benefits (based on Global Forest Goal 2);
(ii) Increase significantly the area of protected forests worldwide and other areas of sustainably managed forests, as well as the proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests (based on Global Forest Goal 3); and 
(iii) mobilizing financial resources and strengthening scientific and technical cooperation; promoting governance frameworks to advance implementation; and enhancing cooperation, coordination and coherence, for sustainable forest management (based on Global Forest Goals 4, 5 and 6).
·  UNFF18 will also consider update on the preparations for the midterm review of the effectiveness of the International Arrangement on Forests. This review also provides an opportunity to take action on the recommendations on the work of the ECOSOC subsidiary bodies to maximize the UNFF’s contributions to the work of ECOSOC and the HLPF. 
· As in the past, we expect that Chair’s summary of discussions of UNFF18 will include, among others, the UNFF’s input to the 2023 session of the HLPF.  

· In conclusion, I would like to express our full support to your efforts, as the ECOSOC President, in advancing closer collaboration within the ECOSOC system, and full utilisation of the ECOSOC functional commissions in the work of  the HLPF. 
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