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A Seminar on the Environment
From Rural to Urban:
Turkey as Part of the Global Issue
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

May 27, 2010

The seminar will be held in

The Conference Room, The Rectorate Building

Boğaziçi University

Bebek, Istanbul

An Academic Symposium held at Boğaziçi University as part of

“Yale in Turkey”

(May 26 – June 2, 2010)

The Academic Seminar
This academic seminar is open to the public.  As an academic seminar, thoughtful differences of opinion are encouraged, with no personal attack intended by the disagreement.  Also, the academic atmosphere encourages a “safe harbor” where all issues are discussed in thoughtful, responsible abstract, without intent of political statement or concern of political retribution.  The importance of open discussion of all issues is to allow as many thoughtful alternatives to emerge as possible—and to avoid a tendency of “groupthink.”  Those attending are invited—indeed, encouraged—to join the seminar in this context.

The Symposium Organizers are grateful to Boğaziçi University (and to Dr. Yasemin Kahya and Dr.Orhan Yenigün), AvcıArchitects (and to Mr. Kirk Henderson), Dr. Mehmet Kahya and Dr. James Geary of the Yale Alumni in Turkey, the General Directorate of Forestry (and to Mr. Ismail Belen), the University of Istanbul Faculty of Forestry (and to Dr. Melih Boydak), and to Yale University (and to Dr. Linda Lorimer) and the Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies (and to Ms. Selin Devranoğlu and Ms. Yasemin Erboy) and the Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies Global Institute of Sustainable Forestry (and to Dr. Chad Oliver).

The Issues


The world is constantly changing, as it always has and always will.  Climates get warmer and cooler, wetter and drier; forests grow and are destroyed by fires, winds, or other forces; earthquakes, volcanoes, fires, floods, erosion, and extinctions occur.  People are also contributing to the change--adding to the natural changes.  Some changes are for the worse—such as air and water pollution and species extinctions; others are for the better—such as mitigating famine, over population, and disease impacts. 


Science and technologies are helping us understand these changes, at least partly.  As we begin to understand them, we appreciate their commonalities throughout the world and can begin to anticipate them.  Then, we can take measures to direct and respond in favorable ways.  


The same technological changes in communication, transportation, resource production, and life styles that are contributing to changes also allow the world to develop a consensus on what values we treasure—and thus want to sustain.  We realize we want to share such values as biodiversity, healthy lifestyles, a clean environment, and opportunities for pursuit of happiness with future generations and all parts of the world—also known as “intergenerational and spatial equity.”  


This seminar will discuss both general changes that are occurring in much of the world, and those that are occurring in Turkey.  It is worthwhile to compare Turkey and the world, because some things are globally common and others are unique to Turkey. 


Turkey is participating in a global change in its rural areas—and linked changes in its cities.  By understanding the changes, the links between urban and rural changes, and the global nature of these changes, we can deflect these changes to help provide the values that people want.


From Rural to Urban—and Back.  Technologies have made transportation and food production so efficient that large quantities of food are being grown on highly productive soils and shipped long distances.  Consequently, people farming poor soils lose their ability to sell to local communities as low-cost food is shipped from the far-away, productive areas.  These marginal farms are abandoned, often because the children migrate to cities instead of continuing to farm.  Without commerce from these farmers, the local communities also decline and the communities’ young people also move to the cities.  The rural impacts include declines in rural community economies and populations, increases in forest or other “wild” lands, increases in forest fires resulting from untended forests, decline in rural community and environmental services including education, cultures and traditions, commerce, watershed protection, and law enforcement.   


To Urban from Rural—and Back.  The first urban impacts of these rural trends include an influx of people poorly adapted socially and skill-wise to cities within the country and abroad.  These people at first strain the urban infrastructure of housing, clean water and sewage, jobs, schools, and other social services.  They then adapt a new, urban culture that often includes a lower birth rate; and the country’s birth rate may actually stabilize or decline as a result.


Understanding these changes allows us to anticipate them and plan and manage them.  Our planning needs to include activities that are effective according to natural processes, feasible according to technologies and economics, and acceptable to cultural norms—recognizing that these cultural norms are constantly changing.


Even the new situation described above will change.  How will it change—and what can we do to make the changes favorable?  Will the new generation migrate back to rural areas with their cell phones and internets?  Will the urban areas become more efficient and environmentally friendly?  How will the current fossil fuel issue change?  Will people adapt to more environmentally friendly lifestyles—such as living in wood homes and using mass transit?  Will happiness continue to be linked with consumption?


For this seminar, we’ve gathered a group of experts to discuss these issues.  (Their bios are contained in this program.)  These experts span generations.  Some experts have a rural emphasis and others have an urban one.  Each expert is either highly respected or highly eager and promising in the subject.  And, each has spanned the range between rural and urban.  


The seminar will begin with a welcome by Vice President Linda Lorimer of Yale University, (as shown on the schedule below).  Then, Chad Oliver and Orhan Yenigün will lay out the basic facts and issues as they know them, followed by a short Question-&-Answer session for clarifying issues.


Then, our panel will each briefly comment—and elaborate—on the two initial speakers’ remarks.  Then, the panel and initial speakers will respond to each others’ remarks.  Finally, the audience will be invited to discuss the issues with the panel and initial speakers.  


The seminar will be preceded, interspersed, and followed with breaks during which the discussion will continue informally.  

Schedule
From Rural to Urban:  Turkey as Part of the Global Issue

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM, May 27, 2010

Moderator, Chad Oliver

9:00AM – 9:30:  Informal reception
9:30 – 9:40:  Introductory Remarks,


Ms. Linda Lorimer, Vice President of Yale University.
9:40- 10:10:  “From Rural to Urban—and Back”
Professor Chad Oliver, Global Institute of Sustainable Forestry, Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies
10:10 – 10:25:  Break

10:25 – 10:55:
“To Urban from Rural—and Back”

Professor Orhan Yenigün, Boğaziçi University, Institute of Environmental Sciences
10:55 – 11:25:  Panel Speaker Introductory Comments (5 minutes each, not necessarily in order shown below):


Director Ismail Belen, Forestry General Directorate


Professor Melih Boydak, Istanbul University, Faculty of Forestry


Mr. Kirk Henderson, AvcıArchitects


Ms. Selin Devranoğlu, Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies


Ms. Yasemin Erboy, Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies

11:25 – 11:40:  Break

11:40 AM – 12:10 PM:  Panelists and Initial Speakers will discuss among themselves

12:10 – 12:30:  Discussions and remarks with the audience

12:30 – 1:00 PM:   Adjourn and Informal Reception
Introductory Remarks

Ms. Linda Lorimer is Vice President and Secretary of Yale University.  She has oversight of Yale’s sustainability initiative; serves as Secretary of the Yale Corporation; and is the officer responsible for Yale’s public relations, alumni affairs, safety and security, corporate governance, and licensing. 

She is originally from Virginia, United States of America.

Ms. Lorimer received a Bachelor of Arts from Hollins University and a Juris Doctor from Yale Law School.  

She practiced law in New York City and served as President of Randolph–Macon Woman’s College in Virginia, United States of America.  She has served in various capacities as Senior Counselor and leader of many strategic initiatives for Yale University since 1993. 

She has been a leader of numerous nonprofit and corporate enterprises and was awarded the Order of Merit by the Government of Argentina (2003), the Sandra Day O’Connor Award by the American Bar Association (2008), and has received four honorary degrees.
Initial Speaker
Professor Chad Oliver has been Pinchot Professor of Forestry and Environmental Studies at the Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies since 2002.  He teaches courses in Global Resources and the Environment, Managing Resources, Leadership, and Silviculture.  

He is originally from South Carolina, United States of America.  (His wife, Fatma Arf Oliver, is from Istanbul.)

He received his Bachelor of Science from the University of the South, and his Master and PhD from Yale University.  He was briefly a Research Fellow (Harvard Forest) and Instructor (Biology Department) at Harvard University; then, he was on the faculty of the University of Washington (Seattle, Washington, U.S.A.) for over 25 years. 
He is also Director of the Global Institute of Sustainable Forestry at the Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies.

He is author of over 130 scientific and technical publications, including a book (Forest Stand Dynamics); subjects range from forest silviculture, landscape management, management resources, to global resources. 

He has travelled professionally to all parts of the United States and to Canada, Mexico, Turkey, Nepal, Japan, Thailand, Sweden, Finland, Russia, Ecuador, India, China, Germany, France, Austria, Ukraine, Armenia, Australia, Liberia, Brazil, and Korea. 

Initial Speaker

Professor Orhan Yenigün has been a member of the faculty of Boğazici University in Environmental Technology since 1985.  He teaches courses on Global Climate Change and on Air Pollution and Control.
He is originally from Istanbul, Turkey.
He received his Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering from Middle East Technical University, Ankara; and a Masters of Science and a PhD in Chemical Engineering from the University of Wales Swansea.
He is also Director of the Boğaziçi University Institute of Environmental Sciences, and was previously Head of its Environmental Technology and Environmental Sciences Divisions, as well as being on the Institute’s Executive Committee.

His published works include studies with insecticides in water and soil pollution; air temperature trend patterns of climate change relative to urbanization and air pollutants; studies of agriculture products including diary products and olive oil and study of agricultural sustainability; pesticides in soils and metals in wastewaters; municipal sludge issues; power plant emissions; and photochemical pollutant interactions.

He has further worked on research projects relating to pollution in Istanbul urban streams; modeling currents in the Boğaziçi and Black Seas; the Heat Island effect of Urbanization; forest fire issues using satellite imagery and meteorological data; and using GIS to study forest floods related to deforestation

Panel Speaker
Director Ismail Belen has been Deputy Director of the General Directorate of Forestry since 2005.   He is originally from Aybastı, near Samsun, Turkey.  

He holds a Bachelors in Forestry from Karadeniz  (Black Sea) Technical University and Masters degrees in Science and Technology (Master of Science) and Public Administration (Master of Arts).  
Among other positions, he has been Special Secretary, Director of Environment and Forest Department; Head of the AGM Planning Department; and Branch Deputy Director, General Directorate of Forestry APK Center.

He has published technical and professional papers and reports on Restructuring of the Organization of the forest; Non-Wood Forest Products such as Chestnut; World Forestry and the Forestry Agency; Forest Enterprises Success Criteria; Forest Certification; Global Forest Assets and Turkey; Social Risk Mitigation.
He has received appreciation and commendation awards from the Minister of the Environment and Forestry Minister

He has experience abroad in meetings, country representations, and trainings in Kazakhstan, Austria, the United States, Cuba, Switzerland, and elsewhere. 

He has been on the Editorial Board of professional journals.  

Panel Speaker
Professor Melih Boydak has been a member of the Faculty of Forestry, Istanbul University in Silviculture since 1975.  

He is originally from Elazig, Turkey.

He received his Bachelors and Doctor of Science in Forestry from the University of İstanbul Faculty of Forestry.

At various times, he has been Head of the Departments of Landscape Architecture and Silviculture, Dean of the Faculty of Forestry, and Vice President of the University of Istanbul.  

He is the author of over 75 scientific and technical publications, including seven books, four of which have been translated to English.  His works include studies of red pine (Pinus brutia) and Cedar of Lebanon (Cedrus libani) and other studies of forest regeneration and genetics.  

He received the United Nations Environment Programme-Global 500 Roll of Honour for Environmental Achievement in 1998) (ceremony in Moscow) for his contributions to biodiversity, and protection of natural and cultural assets.
He was a Fulbright Fellowship Recipient to the United States of America in 1986-1987.

Panel Speaker
Mr. Kirk Henderson is a designer and the Sustainability Coordinator for AvcıArchitects, a multidisciplinary design firm based in London and Istanbul.  The firm focuses on sustainable development and the rejuvenation of hamam buildings and culture in Istanbul.

He is originally from the United States of America.

He received his Bachelor of Arts in Architecture degree from Yale College, Yale University.

He was previously a Staff member at Atelier Ten Architecture Firm, the firm responsible for “Sustainable Design and Construction” of Kroon Hall, the recently completed (January 2009) Leeds Platinum Certified building of the Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. 

He was previously a Designer at Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects.

He is a 2008-2009 Fulbright Grant recipient to Turkey, during which he researched the emergence of the sustainability agenda in Turkish development, media, and design.  
Panel Speaker
Ms. Selin Devranoğlu is a graduate student at the Yale University School of Forestry and
Environmental Studies.  She expects to receive her Masters of Environmental Management in Spring, 2011.  

She is originally from Ipsala, Edirne, Turkey.

She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Environmental Studies and Economics from Connecticut College, Connecticut, United States of America.

Her professional interests include Community-based Forest Management, Managing Forestland for Biodiversity, Environmental Impact Assessments of Large Municipal Projects in Developing Countries; Wind Energy Project Management in Turkey.

This summer, she will be working with Doğa Koruma Merkezi (DKM; trans.”The Nature Conservation Center”) on biodiversity management in Turkish Forests. Her duties will include background research on the current condition of the forests sites, gathering and evaluating data on pilot fields, helping with modeling this data and incorporating the results into management plans for these areas. She will be coordinating with government forest agencies at various levels to ensure effective utilization of the project deliverables. 

Here, she will also be involved in a pilot project in the Adana region to evaluate the possible impacts of climate change on Mediterranean-type forests. Special attention will be given to climate change impacts on the ecosystem services provided by the forestland as well as the impacts on the economic use of these ecosystems by the local people. One of the key goals will be to enhance the region’s resilience to increased drought episodes, floods as well as other more erratic climate events resulting from climate change.  

 

Panel Speaker
Ms. Yasemin Erboy is a graduate student at the Yale University School of Forestry and
Environmental Studies.  She expects to receive her Masters of Environmental Management in Spring, 2011.  

She is originally from Izmir, Turkey.

She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Environmental Science from Columbia University, New York, United States of America.

Her professional interests include Climate Change Adaptation Strategies, Pollution Remediation and Water Quality Assessments, and Environmental Education.
This summer, she will be an intern at the Turkish Marine Environment Protection Association (TURMEPA), a non-governmental organization concerned with marine resources, pollution remediation and public education. She will work within the NGO’s Fethiye-Göçek Special Protection Area, a collaboration effort with the Ministry of Environment and Forestry, in order to assess the main contributors to marine pollution in the area as well as the effectiveness of the organization’s public education efforts to raise local awareness about marine protection. 
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