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(2020-2030)


1. Introduction

Environmental issues have been among key global challenges leading to disastrous results in recent centuries. While being the most significant natural resources, forests have a vital role in mitigation of climate change and protection of biodiversity and soil. Forests also make economic and social contribution by providing timber and non-timber forest products and services.
UN Strategic Plan for Forests for 2017-2030 provides a global framework for sustainable management of all types of forests and trees outside forests and prevention of deforestation. This plan also serves to the achievement of several objectives by contributing to Sustainable Development Goals 2030 related to forest issues. 
As the environmental protection and sustainable and efficient use of natural resources is one of the priority issues of the modern world, it is also one of the priorities for the government of Azerbaijan. Such issues are mentioned in the respective provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The implemented measures provided practical conditions for the enhancement of the forest sector in the country and particular importance was attached to the forest restoration and forestation activities.
The advantageous land and climate conditions, existing specialized staff potential and relevant legal and institutional basis in Azerbaijan necessitated the development of forestry, efficient use of forests and further improvement of the management in this field.
The forests in Azerbaijan significantly contribute and play a leading role to the protection of nature, environment, ecosystem, biodiversity and development of water resources. Therefore, environmental protection, efficient use of natural resources and sustainable management of forests is among the key priorities and objectives determined by the government of Azerbaijan. 
This document – “National Forest Program on the protection and sustainable development of forests in the Republic of Azerbaijan (2020-2030)” was drawn up in accordance with “Strategic Roadmap for the production and processing of agricultural products in the Republic of Azerbaijan” approved pursuant to Presidential Decree dated 6 December 2016, “Approval of the Strategic Roadmaps on the national economy and on the main sectors of the economy” and to the Forest Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan which ensures the continuous development of forestry in the country, efficient use of the potential opportunities, enhancement of the governmental support and increase in the interests towards the forestry.
The National Forest Program emphasizes the importance of participation of citizens and other interested parties in the development of national forest resources, comprehensive analysis of existing situation regarding these resources, as well as development of policy and strategies on forests. The Program also covers important issues, such as protection of environment and biodiversity, adaptation to climate change and rural development in the context of sustainable management of forests. 

2. Existing situation of forest sector 

2.1. Situation existing in the world

According to Global Forest Resource Assessment the world’s forest area was 4128 million ha (31.6% of global land area) in 1990 and then decreased to 3999 million ha (30.6% of global land area) in 2015.
The overall standing volume in forests is 531 billion m3 (129 m3 per each ha) and as a result of decrease in the forest biomass in the last 25 years global carbon stock reduced by 11 Gt. This reduction has been mainly driven by conversion to other land uses and to a lesser extent by forest degradation.
	In 2015 about 31 percent of the world’s forests were primarily designated as production forest, in addition, close to 28 percent of the reported forest area was designated for multiple use that are managed to provide a wide range of products and services simultaneously. The conservation of biodiversity represents the primary management objective for 13 percent of the world’s forests. 


2.2. Situation existing in Azerbaijan (main indications and development tendencies, forest policy, legislation and institutional framework)

2.2.1. Main indications and development tendencies. The forest area which is considered the unity of ecologically interacting soil, water, flora, fauna and microorganisms is one of the most precious natural assets of Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan is low forest-cover country, the total state forest fund area in the country is 1213.7 thousand ha (14%). Out of this area the territory covered with forest is 1021.9 thousand ha and makes up 11.8% of the total area of the country. The reserves of forest in standing condition is 149 million m3. The forest area per capita is 0.12 ha, which is 2-3 times less than the global average. According to informal data, 35% of the current territory of Azerbaijan was covered with forests during 18-19th centuries. The forests existing in the country have been disproportionately distributed, that is 85% of them is located in uplands and foothills and 15% is situated in plains. The natural resources and biodiversity of 261 thousand ha forest area in the Azerbaijani territories invaded by Armenia are subjected to serious damages and devastation.
By economic and ecological importance, locations and functions, country’s forests belong to the first group of forests and are divided into 7 protective categories: preserved forests, resort forests, forest areas with special value, greeneries surrounding cities and other settlements, forests where wild fruits grow, state protective forest belts and other forests.
Although the area of Azerbaijan forests is less compared to the total area they are rich in terms of species. There are 435 species of trees and bushes in  forests, 70 out of which belongs to the endemic species. The larger part of forests consists of valuable tree species (oak, peanut, hornbeam, lime tree, maple, etc.).  Broadleaf forests are typical for the whole country. These forests are mainly located in the lowlands and middle uplands of the Greater and Lessee Caucasus and Talysh Mountains.
Over the last 15 years, the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources and its subordinated forest institutions, with the support by the government of Azerbaijan, have implemented a number of significant measures aimed at the protection, restoration and development of forests.  During the  1st National Forest program (2003) forest restoration activities were carried out in 93.120 ha and forest planting and sowing activities in 35.200 ha area. Despite the unfavourable land and climate conditions and difficulties of planting in arid and semi-arid areas deprived of natural plant cover, about 2.000 ha area were reforested  to prevent the land erosion and struggle against the desertification and, also, to initiate the restoration of Tugay forests.
Ensuring significant increase in the forest areas of the country through forest restoration and forestation activities, preventing illegal tree and shrub cutting and overgrazing,  mitigating harmful  impacts of picnic type unauthorized ecotourism activities in and around the forests, struggling against wildfires, restoring Tugay forests, protecting ecosystem and biodiversity of forests and more effectively protecting forests, in general, are the main obligations of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources in the near future.
Although a number of actions such as the assessment of phytosanitary conditions of forests, struggle against diseases and pests, supply of chemical fire extinguishing means to prevent the wildfires, training of highly qualified forest staff have been taken, it has been far from meeting modern requirements and complying advanced practice. There are still various harmful anthropogenic impacts on the forests.
The inventory and database system used for the forest management and planning is out of date. There are challenges in the use of modern inventory tools and methods, which enable to provide reliable and updated data for the planning and management of forest reserves of the country in the relevant and appropriate manner. 
The improvement of the existing forests and expansion of forest areas are among the key priorities of the forestry sector and Azerbaijani community for the near future. The goal is to cover the country area with forests by 16-17% in the near future and by 20% in the long term. To achieve this goal it will be necessary to include new suitable lands in the forest fund and implement forestation in such areas. It is also important that the government of Azerbaijan should act to mobilize funds of the state, private sector and international organizations and implement  relevant projects.
Despite of the scarcity of trees in the country there is a potential and suitable conditions for the wide use of non-wood forest products. The sustainable use of the forest reserves should be one of the main objectives of the state forestry to better meet the needs of the population, particularly the local communities around the forest areas. According to the national legislation, the larger part of forests has been determined for ecological and protective functions and services. The supply of wood, particularly fuel-wood, is performed in limited areas upon the authorization.
Despite of the serious prohibitions, the trees in forests are still illegally cut to meet the needs of locals for fuelwood and to manufacture charcoal. Nevertheless, the related regulations must be revised for sanitary cuts and meeting the needs of locals for fuel-wood.
The land of the country has a complicated geomorphological, geological, tectonic and hydrogeological structure. That is why a number of exogenous geological processes such as landslides, floods, waterlogging, abrasions, volcanic activities cause significant damages to various fields of economy. As a result of the industrialization, the human intervention in the nature (including forests) and natural processes increases the impact of anthropogenic and technogenic factors. It will be necessary to identify these factors and implement respective actions within the program to mitigate the impact of such processes on the forests.
Despite all efforts, the natural forest restoration is not at the desired level. The global climate change, insufficient level of forest protection activities and increase in the pests and diseases lead to the reduction in the seed productivity of the forests in the country. Consequently, the natural restoration fails to proceed in the sufficient manner and is unevenly distributed. At the same time, as the cattle breeding in the forests is not sufficiently prevented and for such other reasons, the natural generation process of young forests hinders. It all entails the implementation of necessary actions.
One of the main purposes of the state forest management is to carry out researches and assessments with the scientific research specialists, specialized NGOs and relevant international programs to assess the ecosystem services, protective functions and benefits of forests. It will be necessary to identify the current status of non-wood forest products in the forest areas, needs and opportunities for development. The sustainable production and supply of non-wood forest products of the private forest management institutions and local communities, establishment of small harvesting and processing facilities (institutions), improvement of the knowledge and skills in the product storage and marketing should be in focus.
In terms of recreation, there is a need for the identification of  conditions and  potential of the forests for tourism, in particular ecotourism, and a need to provide programs aimed at promotion of supervisory tools  for the people using such areas. With an increase in their income from the tourism and recreational activities in the forest areas, the local communities will have more contributions to the protection and development of forests.
To achieve the goals related to the use, protection, regeneration of the forest areas, and to the development of the forest sector, the following actions will be implemented within the frame of National Forest Program:
- reviewing the current status of forests, involvement and investment of funds in the sector, designing forestation and forest restoration projects;
- taking necessary measures to prevent the illegal supply of woods;
- providing necessary conditions for the sustainable use of renewable forest reserves;
- carrying out detailed researches to identify the capacity, areas, types, quality, value, harvesting methods, processing and preparation of non-wood forest products;
- assessing phytosanitary conditions of forests, implementing systematic and effective actions against diseases and pests;
- establishing operation stations, supplying fire extinguishers and fire extinguishing substances to prevent wildfires in the forests;
- training and skill improvement of the highly qualified staff working in the forest sector through the international and national events (trainings, courses);
- identifying the extend of forest resource use to improve the living standards of the local communities located in or around  the forest areas and their income diversification;
- reducing the consumption of fuel-wood  through the promotion of the use of alternative and renewable energy sources; 
- implementing the respective actions for the plantation of fast-growing trees and further use of such trees in the furniture and construction sectors;  
-  enabling the more effective planning and sustainable management  of the grasslands and cattle-breeding reserves in or next to the forests;
- studying and applying the international practice to develop and improve the forest models;
- implementing necessary actions for the restoration and expansion of Tugay forests;
- irrigating forests and greeneries to be newly established from Kur and Araz rivers and other water sources, if this is not possible , from the relevant ground waters and artificial reservoirs  ;
- implementing ameliorative actions in the areas subject to salinization;
- protecting forest biodiversity;
-enlightening public on the prevention of wildfires, involving stakeholders in the preventive actions and campaigns;
- studying and applying advanced practices for the adaptation to climate change.

2.2.2. Forest policy. The forest policy is implemented in accordance with the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, laws on the forest, environmental protection and use of natural resources, state programs, strategies and action plans. After the restoration of independence of Azerbaijan, the first political document for the forest sector “National Programme for the Restoration and Expansion of Forests” was approved pursuant to Presidential Decree dated 18 February. The implementation of the document sufficiently provided the scientific, social and economic approach to the management, development and protection of forests in the country.
	Other political documents related to the forest sector are as follows:

 National economic perspectives and 11 main sectors of the economy in the country, Strategic Roadmaps (2016) on the development of agriculture and utilities (gas, electricity and water supply). The mentioned political documents include the economic development strategy and action plan for 2016-2020, long-term look into the period till 2025 and targeted look into the period after 2025.
 “Azerbaijan 2020: Look Into The Future” Development Concept (2012);
 State Program on Development of Fuel and Energy Sector (2002);
 State Program on Poverty Reduction and Sustainable Development in the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2008-2015 (2008), (II program);
 State Program on "Socio-Economic Development of Regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2019-2023 (2019), (IV program);
 State Program on Reliable Supply of the Population with Food Products on the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2008-2015 (2008), (II program);
 Comprehensive Action Plan on Improving the Environmental Situation in the Azerbaijan Republic for 2006-2010 (2006), (III plan is in progress);
 National Program on Sustainable Ecological Socio-economic Development in the Republic of Azerbaijan (2003);
 State Program on Efficient Use of Summer and Winter Grasslands and Hay Lands and Prevention of the Desertification in the Republic of Azerbaijan (2004);
 Development Program for the Hydrometeorology in the Republic of Azerbaijan (2004);
 State Program on Use of Alternative and Renewable Energy Sources in the Republic of Azerbaijan (2004), (II State Program is in progress);
 National Strategy on Protection and Sustainable Use of the biodiversity in the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2017-2020 (2016) (II strategy);
 State Program on Development of the Property Cadastre System, Improvement in the Efficiency of the Use and Protection of Soils in the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2016-2020 (2016);
 State Program on Development of Agricultural Cooperation in the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2017-2022 (2017);
 State Program on Development of Citrus Fruit Growing in the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2018-2025 (2018).

The main strategic goals of these political documents are the socio-economic development of the country, including the regions, improvement in the ecological conditions, ensuring the sustainable environmental management, continuation of the institutional reforms, improvement of the state governance and serving the direct or indirect development of the forest sector.

2.2.3 Forest legislation. The legislation on  the forestry has been developed and implemented  in accordance with the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Code of Forest  is the main regulation of the forestry (1997). In addition to this Code, the laws on “Environmental Protection” (1999), “Specially protected natural territories and areas” (2000), “Phytosanitary control” (2006), “Protection of greeneries” (2014), “Fauna” (1999), Land Code (1999), Water Code (1997) and their respective sub-regulations, statutes, edicts and ordinances involve forestry issues. 
 Code of Forest of the Republic of Azerbaijan (1997). The Code determines the legal principles of the regulation of forest issues  in the country, including the use, protection, preservation, restoration of forests and improvement of ecological and reserve capacity. According to the Code, the forest is a special ecosystem combining the components with ecological, economic and social importance of the land, water, air, trees and bushes, animals, microorganisms and environment, which are biologically interactive and influence one another’s development. The forests of Azerbaijan belong to the group of forests with non-industrial importance.
The issues related to the use, protection, preservation and restoration of trees and bushes not included in the forest fund are regulated by the Law  “Protection of greeneries” (2014). 
The property relations arising from the use, protection and preservation of forest lands  in the forest fund are regulated by the forest legislation as well as  civil and land legislations in the country.
The trees and bushes located in the lands of areas owned by real and legal entities are considered their own property unless otherwise specified by the legislation. The rights of ownership, use and decision-making on such trees and bushes are executed by the owner in accordance with the requirements of the forest legislation and other regulations in the country. 
According to Article 22 of the Forest Code the respective executive authority (lessor) can lease the forest and non-forest lands not containing forest plants to the forest user (lessee) for the restoration up to  for 49 years. The forest assets (products) obtained upon such a leasing agreement is the property of the lessee. The lands included in the forest fund cannot be subcontracted. The Forest Code doesn’t establish municipality, community and private forest institutes. 
 Law on “Environmental Protection” (1999). This Law regulates the mutual relations between the society and nature to consolidate the rule of law and legal rules on the improvement of environmental quality, efficient use and restoration of natural resources, environmental protection, and establishes the legal, economic and social principles of the environmental protection. The aim of the Law is to ensure the ecological safety in the protection of ecological balance of the environment, prevent the harmful impacts of agricultural and other activities on the natural ecological systems, preserve the biodiversity and ensure the efficient use of the nature.
 Law on “Specially protected natural territories and areas” (2000). This Law sets out the legal principles of the arrangement and protection of the specially protected natural territories and of the protection of the specially protected natural areas in the country. The Law provides that the specially protected natural territories and areas are the national assets of the Republic of Azerbaijan and own  special ecological, scientific, cultural and aesthetical value.
The Law determines the status of the specially protected natural territories. These areas are the land and water (aquatorium) areas consisting of the natural complexes and areas with the ecological, scientific, cultural, aesthetic and therapeutic importance and territories where the rare and endangered plant and animal species are spread, which have been completely or partly, permanently or temporarily dropped out of the economic circulation, and the atmosphere above them. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] Land Code (1999). The Code regulates land relations pertaining to various types of land ownership.  Obligations of land owners, users and lessees; protection of the tenure rights; necessary conditions for the efficient use and systematic protection of the lands; restoration and improvement of the productivity of lands spoiled due to the pollution, erosion and salinization are covered by this law..
 Water Code (1997) is one of laws related to the forest sector, biodiversity, particularly biodiversity of water environment. The Code regulates the legal relations on the use and protection of water areas in the Republic of Azerbaijan. According to the law the internal waters of the country and Azerbaijani sector of the Caspian Sea (lake) are the national assets of Azerbaijan, used and protected as the basis of life and activity of the population and ensure the availability of the flora and fauna.
 Law on “Phytosanitary control” (2006). The law which is more related to and connected with the forest legislation is the Law on “Phytosanitary control”. The Law sets out the legal principles of the arrangement and implementation of the phytosanitary control in the country and regulates the legal relations between the subjects engaged in the protection and quarantine of the plants.
 Law on “Fauna” (1999). This Law sets out the legal principles of the protection and use of the fauna in the Republic of Azerbaijan. According to the Law, the fauna is one of the main components of the natural environment and biodiversity, national asset of the country, cultural and aesthetic source of the population, used and protected as the scientific research subject, raw material and food product.
 Related conventions and other arrangements acceded by Azerbaijan are the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (2000) and its Cartagena Protocol (2004), Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (1999), International Plant Protection Convention (2000), International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (2003), Convention concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1998), United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (1995) and its Kyoto Protocol (2000), Paris Agreement on Climate Change (2016), Convention of the World Meteorological Organization (1993), Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES, 1998), Resolution on the protection of sturgeons for the states participating in this Convention (1998), UN Convention to Combat Desertification (1998), UNESCO Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar, 2000), Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer (1996) and related Protocols, Helsinki Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (2000) and its Water and Health Protocol (2002), UN Orchus Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (1999) and others.

2.2.4 Institutional framework. The Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources is the main governmental body in charge of the management and protection of forests. It is also directly related to specially protected natural territories, lands, grasslands and biodiversity, and generally to natural assets and ecosystems and combating desertification at the national level. The institutional management of forests is implemented in accordance with the Statute of this Ministry approved by the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan (2001) and, within the ministry, with the Statute approved by the MENR (2019). 
In 2001, State Control Committee on Ecology and Use of Natural Resources, State Committee on Geology and Mineral Resources, “Azerfish” State Concern, State Hydrometeorology Committee and “Azerforest” public corporation, which were engaged in separate spheres of the environmental protection and use of natural resources and partly repeated one another were liquidated and on their basis the unified central executive authority – Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources was established. On February 2015, State Land and Cartography Committee was liquidated and its functions for the protection of lands, improvement of productivity, supervision over quality and pollution and ecological monitoring were transferred to the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources and the functions connected with the ownership relations on lands were transferred to the State Property Issues Committee.
The Ministry performs the following obligations and activities on the management and efficient use of forests, biodiversity, specially protected natural territories and areas, natural grasslands, protection of lands, protection against different anthropogenic and technogenic pollutions, and combating desertification:
- forming state policy on the study, use and protection of natural assets, ensuring the ecological safety in this field, protection of forests and biodiversity;
- elaboration and implementation of actions aimed at meeting the demands of economy in the country for natural assets, ensuring the environmental protection, improvement and protection of forests, specially protected natural territories, natural monuments and areas, and biodiversity;
- development of state policy on and supervision over the use, restoration, expansion, protection of forests and implementation of forestry;
- implementation of state supervision over the protection of lands within its jurisdiction, protection of lands against salinization, swamp formation, erosion, pollution and contamination with other substances; supervision over the inclusive actions in the protection against other types of pollution from the constructions and extraction of minerals.

Some forest management activities are also performed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Emergency Situations, State Tourism Agency, State Committee on Property Issues, State Statistics Committee, Azerbaijan Amelioration and Water Management OJSC, Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences and other organizations within their authorities.
At the local level, some forestry activities are also in the scope of the activities of regional and local organizations, scientific and specialized institutions of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources and Ministry of Agriculture, regional (city) agencies of the State Committee on Property Issues, local departments of the Azerbaijan Amelioration and Water Management OJSC, regional organizations of the State Tourism Agency and Ministry of Emergency Situations, Scientific Research Institutes and centres of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences. local executive authorities, municipalities and NGOs..
The Forestry Service was established under the MENR with a Presidential Decre dated 16 January 2019 as the Forest Development Department. 
The Service is engaged in the protection, restoration and preservation of forests, forestation, preparation of crop fields, growing crop materials and other forestry activities, including the efficient and purposeful use of the forest resources and related agricultural fields.
At the same time, the Service performs the protection of forest areas, water bodies located in such areas, ecological environment and biodiversity of forests, establishment of scientific, cultural and recreational complexes, including the enlargement of the forest seed-growing and its genetic fund, and activities of sanitary and hygiene, phytosanitary.
The Forestry Service consists of 4 departments, 1 sector, 1 centre, and subordinated 14 regional forestry centres and Absheron Regional Forest Nursery Garden.
There is a significant need for qualified and experienced staff in all levels of the forestry organization in Azerbaijan. The organizational capacity of the MENR and its Forestry Service for the forest cadastre researches, forest management planning, monitoring and assessment must be improved. Also, at the central and local levels, the organization capacity of forestry institutions must be improved, the roles and activities of the local executive authorities, municipalities, civil society institutes, NGOs and local communities in the protection of forests must be revised and enhanced.
The second main governmental body responsible for the forest sector is the Ministry of Agriculture. The Ministry performs, within its authorities, efficient agro-technical, ameliorative and phytosanitary activities, and combats erosion and desertification. 
The State Tourism Agency, within its authorities, sets out and implements the state policy in the ecological tourism. The Agency consists of structural divisions engaged in the tourism and ecological tourism.  Established in 2016, the Tourism Board of the Republic of Azerbaijan  coordinates the intersectoral activities in tourism and ecotourism.
The institutes of genetic resources, ecology, botanic, zoology, microbiology, geography, soil science and agro-chemistry under the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences conduct scientific researches on the forestry, biodiversity (including agro-biodiversity), desertification, and land degradation. 
The Ministry of Economy, within its authorities, is engaged in the issues related to the development of forests, agriculture, and biodiversity and seed-growing within the state programs and such other documents and maintains the direction of subsidies, concessional loans, investments and other funds to such fields in the focus.
	Local executive authorities, within their authorities, are involved in the execution of the issues on forestry, environment, biodiversity, agriculture and phytosanitary.
The municipalities, within their authorities, adopt and implement local ecological programs. During such process they are involved in the management of lands, forests, grasslands and biodiversity owned and used by them within their territories in accordance with the authorities granted to them by the legislation. 
The educational institution under the Ministry of Agriculture – Azerbaijan State Agrarian University (Ganja) carries out activities in the forestry. 
Recently, a sufficient number of projects have been carried out on the forestry, agriculture, management of the specially protected natural territories, biodiversity, grasslands and lands, and climate change, green economy and water sector in Azerbaijan with the support of international organizations and agencies – UN Development Program, Global Environment Fund, European Union, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), German Society for International Cooperation (GIZ), World Bank, Asian Development Bank, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), etc. Some of such projects are still being implemented. For example, “Management of lands, forests and grasslands”, “Management of floods and overflows”, “Management of specially protected natural territories”, “Development of eco-friendly agriculture and improvement of institutional skills in Azerbaijan”, “Improvement of disease-free (healthy) potato seed-growing in Azerbaijan”, “Improvement of standard of living of population through increase in productivity in beekeeping in Azerbaijan”, etc. 
Civil society institutes and NGOs pay attention to the issues on the sustainable management of lands, forests and biodiversity, efficient use of the grasslands, agro-biodiversity, and organic agriculture in their activities. Currently, there are more than 3 thousand NGOs officially registered in the country. Out of them, more than 400 hundred is engaged in the health care, ecology, education, rights of children, women, human and gender rights and other fields. Out of them, 80 organizations are interested in the implementation of projects on the environment, use of natural assets, forest, agriculture, biodiversity and specially protected natural territories. 
Mass media pay continuous attention to the management and development of environment, lands, forests, grasslands, agriculture, specially protected natural territories, biodiversity, and agro-biodiversity and water sector in the country. 
Despite the availability of institutional framework of the forest sector there is still a need for its improvement. 


3. Priority objectives of the National Forest Program 

3.1. The priority objectives of the National Forest Program are as follows:
3.1.1. Maintenance of the ecological and protective functions of the forests, sustainable management and efficient use of the forest resources through the involvement of stakeholders and population;
3.1.2. Reduction of negative impacts on the forests, strengthening the measures for the protection of forest reserves and biodiversity and undertaking activities for climate change adaptation;
3.1.3. Significant expansion of the areas covered with forests through the forest restoration and forestation;
3.1.4. Improvement of forest legislation, enhancement of institutional and staff capacity through the application of integrated management, improvement of financial supply;
3.1.5. Elaboration and application of multi-purpose management plans on the basis of modern methodologies in the inventory and assessment (monitoring) of forest reserves;
3.1.6. Awareness-raising on the benefits of forests.

4. Directions of activities of the National Forest Program

4.1. The following activities must be implemented to achieve the prioritized purposes determined by the National Forest Program:
4.1.1. Ensuring the ecological and protective functions of the forests, sustainable management and efficient use of the forest reserves;
4.1.2. Activities for the preservation and protection of forests, forest reserves and biodiversity, reduction of negative impacts on them, as well as activities on climate change adaptation;
4.1.3. Significant enlargement of the forest areas through the enhancement of the forest restoration and forestation;
4.1.4. Improvement and enhancement of the forest legislation, institutional capacity and financing mechanism in the context of sustainable forest management;
4.1.5. Application of multi-purpose (integrated) management plans for the sustainable forest management;
4.1.6. Awareness-raising on the benefits of forests and involvement of citizens into the sustainable management of forests.

5. Financing the implementation of the National Forest Program 

5.1. The implementation of the actions within the National Forest Program is planned to be financed from the following sources:
5.1.1. State budget;
5.1.2. Extra budgetary funds;
5.1.3. Grants by international financial organizations and donors, other forms of funds, donations;
5.1.4. Local and foreign investments;
5.1.5. Loans and microloans;
5.1.6. Other financial sources not prohibited by the legislation.


6. Expected outcomes of the National Forest Program

6.1. The main expected results of the National Forest Program are as follows:
6.1.1. Application of practical forestry policy providing the productive conditions for the sustainable forest development, improvement of the legislative basis enhancing the national forest management by taking into account the international law and advanced practice;
6.1.2. Improvement of the institutional framework in the forest sector and related sectors for the development of forestry, application of modern forest management mechanisms;
6.1.3. Enlargement of the forestation and forest restoration activities, increasing the special weight of the lands included in the national forest fund (forest areas) in the country from 12% to 20% till 2030;
6.1.4. Providing contributions to the sustainable development of tourism and economy in the country such as reduction in poverty through the improvement of the employment level beside the continuous protection of forests;
6.1.5. Prevention of illegal use of the forest resources and illegal tree cutting;
6.1.6. Active involvement of the population, civil society institutes and NGOs and improvement of transparency in the forest management;
6.1.7. Skill improvement for the forest specialists, training of young foresters;
6.1.8. Restoration of national forestry traditions in the country;
6.1.9. Adaptation of the forestry to climate change.


7. Implementation of the National Forest Program and mobilization of resources

7.1. The implementation of the National Forest Program will be ensured by the execution of staged action plans on the implementation of the National Forest Program, which is included in the Program.
7.2. For the implementation of the Program the action plans will determine the implementation terms and governmental bodies and organizations responsible for the implementation will be mobilized.


8. Action Plan on the implementation of the National Forest Program on the protection and sustainable development of the forests in the Republic of Azerbaijan, I stage: 2020-2025 (attached)




